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ODOT tests 
cold remedies 
on cracked 
pavement 


sing remedies such as Glasgrid, Polyguard 

Cold Flex, PavePrep and GeoTac, the Re- 
search Unit hopes to find relief for the common cold 
in Central Oregon. 

Similar to cold remedies for humans, the products 
promise to reduce stress, relieve strain and provide 
reinforcement. Known as geosynthetics, the two-foot- 
wide pavement membranes roll off a spool to be 
applied. 

They are either solid fabric sheets with an attached 
adhesive or are an open grid, mesh type. They are placed 
between old pavement and a new pavement overlay. 

Rather than fighting a virus, the membranes are 
battling low temperatures. 

“Very cold temperatures create large cracks that 
produce a bumpy ride and shorten the life span of the 
pavement,” said Brett Spos*to, senior research specialist. 

Overlaying a special cold-weather tolerant asphalt 
will extend the life of the pavement, but it’s of limited 
value in stopping the cracking, Sposito added. 

“When the old surface is overlaid, the same cracks 
reflect upward through the new overlay,’ he explained. 

Researchers hope the membranes will slow the 
recurrence of reflective cracking for a long enough 
period to be cost effective. 

A four-mile test site on U.S. 97 south of Chemult 
can experience an extreme temperature as low as -30 
F, Sposito said. Within the four miles, 140 cracks will 
~ be evaluated in the test. Five different products in 
various applications will be monitored for three years. 

The products were applied during September 1998 
after the larger cracked sections were filled with as- 
phalt. Then an open-graded asphalt overlay, which is 
commonly used statewide to resurface worn high- 
ways, was applied. 

“Tf any of the products slow down the cracks from 
reflecting through the overlay, there is a potential for 
significantly reducing the rehabilitation costs in East- 
ern Oregon where very cold temperatures affect our 
roads,’ Sposito said. 

This will be the first study of the use of pavement 
membranes under one of ODOT’s open-graded 
overlays, Sposito noted. Three others studies have 
been conducted during recent years on geosynthetics 
for preventing reflective cracks in denser pavements 
with mixed results, he added. 

Methods used at the U.S. 97 test site will be sum- 
marized in a construction report to be published next 
month. For a copy of the report or for more informa- 
tion, contact Sposito at 503/986-2847. (Written by 
Monte Turner, Transportation Development Division 
public information representative, 503/986-4180.) W 
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A motorcade of Oregon Department of Transportation vehicles traveled Interstate 205 and 


Oregon Department 
of Transportation 


Oregon 99E to Canby for the memorial service of Dennis Edwards, who died in the partial 
collapse of the Sunset Tunnel on January 28. During the service, co-workers and friends 
remembered his leadership, concern for his employees, and his sense of humor. Edwards had 
worked for ODOT for the past 26 years, most recently as the Milwaukie Bridge Crew supervi- 
sor. He is survived by his wife Bonnie, and a daughter and son. (Photo courtesy of Murray Stone.) 


ODOT Internet breaks million mark 


WAU of ODOT’s traffic camera Internet 
images and the debut of downloadable DMV 
forms and publications have helped pushed use of 
the department’s web site past a major milestone. 

The number of pages viewed on the ODOT 
Internet site surpassed 1 million in November 
1998, as DMV forms were posted online and win- 
ter weather prompted use of the agency’s travel 
information site, ODOT Web manager David 
House announced. The figure is continuing to 
climb, reaching nearly 1.14 million for December. 

More than 100 contributors to the ODOT site 
have made a wide variety of department informa- 
tion conveniently accessible to Oregonians, travel- 
ers, contractors, government agencies, researchers 
and others. And that information is being accessed 
more and more. 

The home page alone was viewed 54,000 times 
in November and 58,000 times in December, as a 
growing number of customers sought a wide array 
of information from ODOT. The number of home 
page visits has climbed about five-fold since traffic 
cameras were introduced in October 1997. 

Traffic images and road reports are the most 
downloaded ODOT pages. The Region 4 camera 
page, which displays several Bend-area and moun- 
tain pass cameras, was viewed 110,705 times in 


_Y2K team wins award for 
_ money saving plan. 


December. The Travel Adviser home page was 
second with 69,085 views. 

Among cameras, mountain passes are the most 
popular, with Cabbage Hill viewed 48,736 times in 
December, followed by the Siskiyou Summit at 
40,998 views, Santiam Pass at 36,744 times, Lake 
of the Woods with 26,643 and Government Camp 
at 24,338. 

DMV forms and publications were an instant 
hit, as visitors to the site began downloading them 
by the hundreds as soon as they were posted in 
November. They are posted in portable document 
format, requiring a browser plug in or external 
viewer to display or print. 

The most popular DMV file is the Oregon 
Driver Manual with 1,120 downloads in Decem- 
ber. The Application for Title and Registration is 
the most popular DMV form with 520 downloads 
in December, followed by the Traffic Accident and 
Insurance Report with 421 downloads. 

The information on the 1999 Northwest Trans- 
portation Conference posted by ODOT’s Policy 
and Research Section also has been downloaded 
heavily. The information file was downloaded 900 
times in December, and the conference schedule 
was downloaded 748 times. (Written by David 
House, Web Manager, 503/986-3430.) VW 
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Report on ODOT’s “remarkable” journey 


Director Grace Crunican 


ighteen months ago, I challenged 

ODOT to become a remarkable agency. 
A target date of January 1999 was set, and 
everyone was asked to work hard. We 
wanted to demonstrate to the public, the 
Legislature and each other that ODOT is an 
efficient agency that spends taxpayer dollars 
wisely. We wanted our reputation to im- 
prove and our image to shine. 

During the last year and a half, many 

remarkable things happened. We reduced 
expenses, shortened delivery time on some 


projects, improved relationships with the public, 
elected officials and civic leaders, and imple- 
mented many time and cost-saving ideas. We 
worked harder and smarter and stretched tax 
dollars to the maximum to maintain and 
improve our state’s transportation system. Here 
are just a few of our accomplishments: 

> Last spring, ODOT put an additional 
$20 million — realized through cost 
savings and reallocation efforts — into 
preservation projects. This year, we will 
have another $10-15 million to spend 
on pavement and striping. 

> The Motor Carrier Transportation 
Division went from conducting 27,000 
truck inspections in 1996 to more than 
38,000 in 1998. The number of crashes 
involving trucks has dropped from 160 
monthly in late 1996 to 73 in December 
1998. 

> DMV accomplished $3.5 million in 
efficiencies, while reducing wait times 
from 45 minutes to 14 minutes, thanks 
to the hard work of DMV staff dedi- 
cated to quality service. 

P In late 1997, Region 1’s project to repair 
the I-5 bridge was a huge undertaking 
and a great success. The project, 
completed 15 days ahead of schedule, 


included an aggressive campaign to 
convince the public to change its 
driving behavior. 

The public is getting a good return on its 
investment — we have demonstrated that time 
and again. There has been a remarkable 
change within our agency about the way we 
work and the way we think about customers 
and their needs. We listened to concerns and 
criticisms, developed plans to improve, 
implemented those plans and reported the 
results. 

We have assembled a work group to 
implement the recommendations that resulted 
from the external audits and reviews our 
agency underwent last year. This further 
demonstrates our commitment to improve — 
we are listening to our customers and making 
changes to make our agency better. 

We have improved our reputation, both 
internally and externally. We have done a lot of 
work during the last 18 months, but there is 
still more to do. I know each of you will 
rededicate your efforts to bring improvements 
to our work on behalf of our customers. 
Thanks for your hard work. 

Editor’s Note: See the January 1999 
TranScript center spread for examples of some 
of the remarkable things ODOT is doing. V 


MCEOs protect Oregonians and their highways 


Written by Gregg Dal Ponte, ODOT Deputy Director, Motor 


Carrier Transportation Division 


ae o ODOT’s motor carrier enforcement 
officers, a truck is never just a truck. 

“That’s a three-eight — a truck tractor and 
semi with eight axles,’ comments MCEO Jim 
Sampson. 

I am entering information on a computer as 
trucks weigh in at the Rocky Point scale site, 
located west of Portland on U.S. 30. There are so 
many different combinations of axles and 
trailers that | am hard pressed to keep them 
straight, even with the expert help of John 
Stanton, manager of the Woodburn Port of 
Entry, and Sampson, who are both looking over 
my shoulder. 

“Here comes another one — a five — that’s a 
‘B train, double semis. Now count the axles.” 

Iam counting axles and trying at the same 


time to enter a license plate number. Then I have 


to punch a button as each axle combination 
comes over the scale in order to register the weight. 
“Are you having fun yet?” 


lam getting the standard rookie greeting 
among MCEOs. I smile and hang onto what is 
left of my dignity while I grimly peer at the next 
truck and punch in its plate numbers. 

On another day I visit with Kermit Meling as 
he weighs trucks at the Cascade Locks Port of 
Entry. | am here for a crew meeting with the 
regular MCEOs at the port, and Kermit, who 


operates out of the Portland motor carrier safety 


office is filling in at the scale. 

“This is not my regular beat,” Kermit says. “It 
has been awhile since I 
worked a big scale. What I 
like most is portable 
operations. We set up 
‘jump scales, portable 
scales, and do truck 
inspections with our law 
enforcement partners in 
smaller towns, at ball fields 
or in big parking lots.” 

Meling and Sampson 
are members of an elite 
group of ODOT employ- 
ees who share the chal- 
lenges and rewards of a 
rigorous and complex job. 
It takes two years to fully 
train a MCEO to do the 
tasks he or she is expected 
to perform. It’s not simple 
work, and they never stop learning. There is a 
lot of tech-nology, including using different 
computers, as well as full understanding of 
weigh in motion devices, various databases, and 
thorough knowledge of the laws and rules that 
apply to trucking. 


Motor Carrier Enforcement Officer Dennis Ruikka uses state-of-the-art technology as 
he weighs a truck on the east scale at the Woodburn Port of Entry. 


“For me, truck inspections are the best part 
of the job, and the emphasis on safety,” Meling 
says. “In the winter sometimes we have to go out 
on conditional closures in the mountains. We 
enforce the chain laws, and it can be tough. 
Besides the weather and the danger, there is a 
chain law to match every configuration of 
trucks, trailers and axles. You have to know and 
be able to explain to the driver what wheels of 
his rig need to have chains in order to get 
through. But it is very satisfying to know I am 


eae 


making a difference in safety on the roads.” 

Every day, Oregon MCEOs are out on the 
roadways, working with law enforcement, 
protecting Oregonians’ investment in their 
roadway system, and making sure Oregon 
motorists are safe. W 


Overview 


ODOT’s section of the 1999-200 I 


Governor’s Budget 


ole he Governor’s Recommended Budget for 
ODOT is about $2 billion, and reflects 
federal funds from the Transportation Equity 
Act for the 21S Century, and also includes 
money from $50 million in proposed revenue 
bond sales. 

While the budget continues most programs 
at the 1997-99 level, it also includes enhance- 
ments for the governor’s Oregon Livability 
Initiative, transportation growth management, 
highway preservation and Year 2000 computer 
issues. 

The Oregon Livability Initiative seeks to 
revitalize downtowns and main streets, reduce 
sprawl and traffic congestion, reward develop- 
ment of affordable housing and rebuild rural 
and distressed economies. 

ODOT is directly involved in the following 
three aspects of the Oregon Livability Initiative. 


The Oregon Transportation Network 
Transportation for the elderly and people 
with disabilities — Working with the Depart- 


ment of Human Resources, local providers and 
customers, ODOT will set up a brokerage to 
match riders with rides. By coordinating travel 
for state Department of Human Resources 
clients and others, the funds spent will be used 
more effectively. 

Transit — Funding is recommended for 
local groups to purchase buses and vans to 
support the brokerage. Support for this pro- 
gram comes from federal Surface Transporta- 
tion Funds ($10 million) and the state General 
Fund ($10 million). 

Rail — This has been a priority for the 
governor and cities and counties in the 
Willamette Valley. Ridership in the Pacific 
Northwest Corridor increased 15 percent in 
1997. The budget enhances rail and bus service 
between Portland and Eugene. Part of the 
improvements include providing service 
accessible under the federal Americans with 
Disabilities Act to several areas in Oregon. The 
budget includes $14 million from the General 
Fund to expand train and bus service, and an 


Legislature considers 
a variety of ODOT bills 


DOT is proposing 25 bills to the 1999 
Legislature. The department proposed 
only nine in 1997 and three in 1995. 

Many of this session’s bills are of the 
- “housekeeping” variety. They are aimed at 
making ODOT functions and programs work 
more smoothly by ironing out problems in the 
law. Other ODOT bills would make more 
substantial changes if approved, such as 
doubling the aviation fuel tax. 

Following are highlights of some of the bills 
proposed by ODOT. For a complete list of 
ODOT?’s bills, contact your division legislative 
coordinator, or check ODOT’s Intranet site at 
http://intranet.odot.state.or.us/comm/ 
govrelat/ 


House Bill 2191 — Driver Privacy Protection 
Act. People endangered by “unsafe” drivers 
would no longer be allowed to get driver 
names and other information from DMV. 
Parties who are allowed to get personal 
DMV information would, in turn, be able to 
disclose it to governmental agencies. 


HB 2192 — Exempts all-terrain vehicles and 
snowmobiles from title and registration 
requirements. 


HB 2193 — Allows DMV to renew driver 
licenses and identification cards every eight 
years instead of every four years. 


HB 2194 — Reduces administrative costs for 
motor carriers paying taxes in Oregon. 
Introduces tax incentives that promote new 
cost-saving programs; adjusts administrative 
fees. Increases the size of truck tax classes 
from 2,000 pound increments to 5,000 
pounds; allows carriers to file tax reports 


quarterly instead of monthly, beginning July 
2000; gives tax discounts to carriers that 
equip most of their fleet with transponders 
or who file and pay taxes electronically. 


HB 2199 — Doubles the state aviation fuel tax 
to:3 cents per gallon and the jet fuel tax to 1 
cent per gallon. Adds another 3 cents per 
gallon to the aviation gas tax in July 2000. 
The money would fund pavement preserva- 
tion at publicly owned airports statewide. 


HB 2200 — Boosts Sno-Park fees to $15 for an 
annual permit, with corresponding increases 
in one-day and three-day permits. 


HB 2201 — Establishes a fee on the sale of 
studded tires to recover the damage done to 
pavements. 


HB 2202 — Designates a posted highway speed 
as the maximum speed. 


Senate Bill 354 — Expands the enforcement 
capability of motor carrier enforcement 
officers and increases fines for certain 
offenses to $500 from the current $100. 
Allows a $1,000 fine for each truck safety 
violation that contributes to, or results from, 
a truck accident. 


SB 355 — Doubles the amount of funds for the 
Grade Crossing Protection Account. The 
Highway Fund would provide $600,000 a 
year for railroad grade crossing improve- 
ments. 

SB 360 — Restricts drivers under age 18. New 
drivers under 18 would not be allowed to 
drive between 11 p.m. and 5 a.m., or to drive 
with other teenagers in the car, unless 
accompanied by an adult. W 


additional $27.8 million in federal funds for 
track and train station improvements and 
other capital costs. 


Access Acquisition 

By buying access rights in strategic locations 
before commercial development occurs, the 
state can manage the flow of traffic to and 
from state highways to prevent traffic conges- 
tion for maximum safety and travel efficiency. 
This request seeks to take a preemptive ap- 
proach by purchasing up to $20 million of 
access from property owners in strategic 
locations so that future development includes a 
safe highway infrastructure. Access Acquisition 
would be funded through revenue bond sales. 


Local Street Networks 

This part of the initiative reduces congestion 
on busy sections of the state highway system by 
increasing the capacity of local secondary roads 
that feed state highways. By improving local 
streets and roads, more motorists will be able to 
meet their needs without using state highways. W 


Bills expected to 
be introduced by 
others that would 
affect ODOT : 


Gas Tax and Registration Fee 
Hike — Oregon’s top business 
lobby, the Associated Oregon 
Industries, Is proposing a é-cent 
hike in the gas tax over the next 
two years, and a $10 boost in 
vehicle registration fees. If the 
Legislature approves, the in- 
crease would mainly go to help 
preserve and maintain Oregon's 
existing transportation system. 


Reorganizing ODOT—The Senate 
passed a bill That separates 
Aeronautics from ODOT. The bill is 
now on its way to the House. The 
House Transportation Committee 
may consider a move to create 
a separate highway department 
and move the balance of — 
ODOT’s divisions into other agen- 
cies, Both the Oregon Transpor- 
tation Commission and the 
governor are opposed to break- 
ing up ODOT. 


Transportation Accountability Act 
— The House Transportation 
Committee is considering a bill 
that would add requirements to 
the department of reporting to 
the Legislature. The bill tightens 
some limitations and requires the 
department to report on differ- 
ent projects that are under 
construction or development. ¥ 


Research studies need for sand and gravel 


uring the next two years, the Research 

Unit will dig into the department’s 
needs for aggregates — gravel, sand and 
crushed rock — for the next three decades. 

“Future ODOT needs and the supply of 
aggregates have not been determined,’ said 
Andrew Griffith, research coordinator. “As the 
demand on our infrastructure increases, so 
will demand for good quality aggregates, a 
finite source already limited in some areas.” 

Even where good sources exist, the land 
often is near developing areas. 

“The department may need to take action 
to protect the site from future incompatible 
adjacent land uses, such as housing,” Griffith 
said. 

To establish new supply sources requires 
advanced planning and a lengthy approval 
process with state and local agencies, he noted. 

The principal investigator for the study is 


Highway 
inventory data 
now on Intranet 


eed to know lane or shoulder widths 
for a certain highway? Want to know the 

volume of traffic along a segment of road? 

Answers to these and other questions are as close 
as the nearest desktop computer through Trans- 
Viewer on ODOT’s Intranet. Formerly available 
only in publications or the ODOT mainframe, this 
data is the first phase of a project to display a wide 
range of reference information on the Intranet. 

“We're offering the information internally first. 
Later some of this information will be provided to 
everyone through Internet connections,” said Dave 
Ringeisen, manager of Transportation Data. 

Traffic crash data will be added soon. A priori- 
tized list for future information to be displayed has 
been developed. Trans Viewer can be accessed at: 
http://intranet/transview/transviewer.cfm 

Trans Viewer is one component of the Oregon 
Transportation Management System, which is a 
group of systems designed to help decision-makers 
prioritize transportation needs. The systems offer 
tools for managing pavement, bridges, highway 
safety, public transportation facilities, intermodal 
facilities and connections, congestion, and a 
transportation monitoring system for highways. 

For more information, contact Heather King at 
503/986-4157. W 


Kim Wyttenburg, a geologist who is on a two- 
year rotational assignment from ODOT’s 
Geometronics Unit. He is in the process of 
visiting each of the 700 sites to assess the quality 
of aggregate, estimate the remaining reserve and 
note potential conflicts with adjacent land use. 
Additionally, Wyttenburg is recording location 
information using a global positioning system 
recorder for future geographic information 
system mapping. 

In addition to Griffith and Wyttenburg, a six- 
member technical advisory committee will assist 
with the project. Members include representa- 
tives of ODOT regions and districts, the Federal 
Highway Administration and the Department of 
Land Conservation and Development. 

For more information, contact Griffith at 503/ 
986-3538. (Written by Monte Turner, Transporta- 
tion Development Division public information 
representative, 503/986-4180.) W 


ODOT’s aggregate needs 
study has four components: 


P To determine the quantity and quality 
of available aggregate on ODOT owned 
or leased property — numbering more 
than 700 sites. 

To determine the amount of material 
needed in each county to meet future 
maintenance and construction needs. 
To identify aggregate sources facing 
likely land use conflicts. 

To identify alternate materials for use in 
maintenance and construction opera- 
tions to help meet any potential short- 
age. The materials include reclaimed 
asphalt and recycled aggregate, glass or 
steel pellets. 


New Internet mail distribution 
service ensures you'll get 
enough copies of TranScript 


f your work area is not receiving the correct 

number of copies of TranScript or other 
items distributed by the mail room, there is a way 
to correct the situation. The ODOT mailing lists 
used by the Department of Administrative 
Services (DAS) are now available on the Internet. 
Just log on to http://www.das.state.or.us. 
odotcopy/DISTRIBTUIONS.XLS and check to 
see how many copies your work area is currently 
receiving. If that number is incorrect, contact 
Darlene Hobson, contract coordinator, by e-mail 
or telephone at 503/986-3711. She will make sure 
that you get the correct number of copies. 
Darlene suggests that you bookmark the Internet 
address, so that every time you visit the site you 
will receive the most updated version of the 
distribution list. 

When you log-on to the site, you will see three 
tabs at the bottom of the screen: 


P Behind the first tab is a compilation of 
several distribution lists. You can do a data 
sort (on your toolbar) of any configuration 
that suits your needs — such as sort by last 
name, work area, street address, or crew 
number. You can use these lists to make 


labels for mailings, or use them for Print- 
to-Post applications. (See more informa- 
tion below about Print-to-Post.) 


P Click on the second tab to see details 
about these lists and how they are used 
(sorted by all employees, district manag- 
ers, division managers, etc.). You can use a 
hyperlink to be added to these lists or to 
send an update of information for the 
distribution lists. 


P Behind the third tab are Print-to-Post 
instructions. This feature enables you to 
create a document and a mailing list for 
that document (or choose a mailing list 
that is already created) and electronically 
send the document and mailing list to 
DAS. DAS will then print and distribute 
the document for you. It is now easier 
than ever, more economical, and more 
efficient for you to get materials printed 
and mailed, in one easy step, from one 
location. 

If you have questions about distribution lists, 

e-mail or call Darlene Hobson. (Written by 
Darlene Hobson.) V 


Drivers told to pay aitention in 12 truck safety corridors 


The 12 truck safety corridors 
are located primarily on the 
interstates: 


P Interstate 5 — Siskiyou Summit 
south of Roseburg; Eugene area; 
Salem area; and from Tualatin to 
Portland 


> Interstate 205 — West Linn to 
Clackamas 


> Interstate 84 — Hood River to 
Mosier; Cabbage Hill east of 
Pendleton; Ladd Canyon east of La 
Grande; the vicinity of Weatherby 
rest area north of Ontario. 
Non-interstate locations include U.S. 101 
in the Coos Bay area; U.S. 20 and U.S. 97 
in the Bend area. 5 


DOT hopes to increase truck and car 

driver attention in 12 truck safety corri- 
dors to decrease the number of crashes and inju- 
ries in these areas. 

“The program will have education and en- 
forcement components,’ said Larry Christianson 
of ODOT’s Transportation Safety Division. 

Enforcement efforts have already begun. 
ODOT pays overtime wages to local and state law 
enforcement agencies to patrol the 12 corridors. 
Officers concentrate on factors that contribute to 
crashes such as speed and other hazardous traffic 
violations. 

The education component will rely on news 
media coverage, presentations to groups and 
distribution of brochures providing tips about 
driving near trucks, Christianson said. 

Funds from the project come from the Federal 


Highway Administration. Oregon’s high safety 
belt use rate and comprehensive DUII laws quali- 
fied it for extra federal safety funding over the 
next five years. The department earmarked 
$330,000 for the first phases of this project, 
Christianson said. 

Corridor locations were chosen based on the 
amount of truck traffic and the number of 
crashes involving trucks, according to Owen 
Herzberg of ODOT’s Motor Carrier Transporta- 
tion Division. Herzberg said the program is 
among several efforts by ODOT to reduce the 
number of crashes involving trucks. In the past 
two years, the number of truck and driver safety 
inspections conducted by Motor Carrier staff has 
increased nearly 60 percent. In the past year, truck- 
at-fault crashes dropped by five percent and total 
truck crashes fell six percent, he reported. W 


“Seeing is believing” 
Program simulates 
Jacksonville traffic changes 


he “seeing is believing” adage was proven 

once again when Jacksonville residents, 
city staff members and ODOT staff met to 
discuss traffic and pedestrian flow on Oregon 
238 — the historic town’s congested main street. 

ODOT engineers used a computer program 
normally employed to efficiently time traffic 
signals. In this setting, however, ODOT staff 
members quickly demonstrated traffic flow after 
addition of various traffic controls, according to 
Brian Dunn, senior transportation analyst in the 
Planning Section. 

Prior to the meeting, Dunn worked with 
Region 3 Traffic Engineer Ted Paselk to load 
specific information for that area into the 
computer. Data included peak hour traffic, lane 
configurations, pedestrian volume and on-street 
parking. 

Based on this data, a laptop computer 
showed on-screen the effects of a four-way stop 
sign, a traffic signal and a signal with a left-turn 
lane. With each solution, rectangular shapes 


representing vehicles flowed along street grids. 
The ant-like progression backed up for blocks 
with the four-way stop sign displayed. Traffic 
moved smoothly with a traffic signal and turn 
lanes. 

“As we continued, people wondered about 
the results of adding right-turn lanes on side 
streets, so we instantly displayed that scenario, 
too,” Dunn said. “Without this computer 
program, we would have brought several of the 
options people were proposing back to the office 
to analyze them, then scheduled another 
meeting. Now we can do a lot of the analysis for 
minor changes on the spot, which saves every- 
one time.” 

By the end of the session, the group had 
determined the best course of action — a signal 
with left-turn lanes on the highway at a key 
intersection — and planned to present the 
request to the city council. 

“Tm sure the demonstration helped the 
group reach a decision much quicker than they 
would have otherwise,’ Dunn noted. V 


Federal funds available to 
Oregon Scenic Byways 


() regon’s Scenic Byways are eligible to 


receive up to $3.5 million — more than 
any other state — in federal funds during the 
next two years from the Federal Highway 
Administration. 

More than half the funds are targeted to 
projects along U.S. 101 while the remainder will 
be awarded to seven other Scenic Byways. The 

‘federal funds cover 80 percent of the project 
costs. Matching funds come from local, state or 
other federal sources. Specific allocation of funds 
will be made within the next few months pending 
final funding decisions from FHWA and local 
partners. 

Projects include signs, viewpoints, trails, 
brochures and marketing projects. 


Oregon has 12 state Scenic Byways located 
primarily in the central and northeast regions of 
the state. This summer, two of the byways were 
named All-American Roads — the highest 
federal designation in the program. In addition, 
four Oregon byways were named National Scenic 
Byways. 

The Federal Highway Administration started 
the National Scenic Byways Program in 1995 to 
recognize highways that are outstanding ex- 
amples of scenic, historical, recreational, cultural, 
archaeological and/or natural qualities. The 
Oregon Transportation and Tourism commis- 
sions designate state scenic byways after reviews 
by the Oregon Scenic Byways Committee. All 
state byways are eligible for federal funds. V 


Options to studded tires offered 


tudless tires made their debut in 

January as a traction option when travel- 
ling through Oregon snow zones. Specific brands 
of studless traction tires have been approved for 
use in place of studded tires or chains. 

“The advantage for ODOT and taxpayers is that 
once you get off the ice, the tires don’t do the 
damage to the road surface that the metal studs do, 
and when youre on icy surfaces, their traction 
capabilities are demonstrated to be better than 
ordinary tires,” said Tom Lulay, ODOT executive 
deputy director. “Part of the tire’s construction is 
an ingredient that gives them greater adhesive 
characteristics in cold temperatures.” 

ODOT provided the Northwest Tire Dealers 
Association with window stickers that tire dealers 
issue when a set of the newly designated tires is 
sold. The window stickers alert law enforcement 
officers that traction tires are being used on the 
vehicle. In the future, designated tires will bear an 
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icon identifying them as suitable for use in severe 
snow conditions. 

In most cases, the new tires will replace studs 
and chains, according to ODOT’s Statewide 
Maintenance Engineer Doug Tindall. He added 
though, that there will be instances when chains 
will be required. 

“Very poor conditions can still result in 
conditional closures where chains, not traction 
tires, are required,” Tindall said. W 


ODOT hosts 
national audit 


conference 


DOT Audit and Review Services will 

host a national training and informa- 
tion sharing conference July 25-28. The 
conference is the annual meeting of the 
American Association of State Highway and 
Transportation Officials (AASHTO), Standing 
Committee on Administration, Sub-Commit- 
tee on Internal and External Audit. Hosted by 
a different state each year, the conference is one 
of the few ways ODOT Audit staff has to stay 
on top of auditing standards and innovations. 

Meeting Coordinator Dan Motley said 
that planning for the meeting is going well, 
with significant interest from representatives 
of all states. 

The conference will be held at the 
DoubleTree Hotel in downtown Portland. 
Several speakers are scheduled, including Jeff 
Tryens, Executive Director of the Oregon 
Progress Board, speaking on “Benchmarking;’ 
a special agent of the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation to discuss “White-Collar Crime;’ 
and a representative of The Performance 
Center (a private sector provider) on ‘Audit- 
ing Performance Measures’ and “Measuring 
Audit Office Performance’ Other potential 
topics include Claiming Overhead Costs 
under TEA-21, Administering A-133 grants, 
Hotlines & Other Audit Lead Methods, Risk 
Assessment, and Multi-State Railroad 
Additive Rate Audits. 

“We've been using e-mail and regular mail 
to contact each state at least once a month to 
determine their needs, as well as to inform 
them of our planning progress,” Motley said. 
“T’ve received many positive responses from 
the recipients and commitments to be at the 
conference.” W 


Y2K feam wins 
employee 
suggestion 
award 


he Department of Administrative Services 

recognized a team of ODOT employees as 
the December 1998 winner of the Employee 
Suggestion Award Program. They cited Alison 
Wood, Bev James, Bruce Raikes and Vance 
Snook for the following money-saving plan: 
“Rather than updating 222 routers to be Y2K 
compliant per vendor recommendation, found 
that only 104 needed updating, and no addi- 
tional memory. Developed easy 14-step plan to 
upgrade routers from remote site quickly with 
no outside assistance (12/98). Anticipated 
savings to ODOT are $315,060.” 

Lynn Cartwright, ODOT Y2K Project 
Manager, said, “I know that this was a lengthy 
project for ODOT, and it has been a smooth 
implementation. We have had dedicated staff 
putting in long hours to accomplish this 
project, and it has been a real success for 
ODOT? (COMMUNI"*Y2K, Oregon Statewide 
Year 2000 Project Office Electronic Newsletter, 
Volume 1, Issue 6) W 


2 


New briefs 


Right of Way rises above and 
beyond the call of duty 


DOT?’s Right of Way Section continued 
its tradition of providing holiday cheer 
to Salem area children in need. 

ABCD, a non-profit corporation, provided 
sweat shirts, socks, underwear, toothbrushes 
donated by area dentists and books to encour- 
age reading skills to 500 elementary children 
during the 1998 holidays. One employee made 
a Santa suit and another employee wore the 
suit during holiday parties at various schools. 
A local private school wrapped the gifts and a 
local grocer donated apples and oranges for 
the parties. 

Thanks to the generosity of a Seattle-area 
benefactor, the employees shopped for, and 
wrapped and delivered gifts to 37 families 


with particular needs. The families received 
gifts for the children, including an outfit each, 
a toy, and shoes or coats. Each family received 
an $80 gift certificate to a local grocery. One 
child received glasses, and another child 
received a filled medicine prescription. 

In addition to the school children and the 
families, ABCD provides shoes and coats for 
schools to distribute, solving some of the critical 
situations brought on by winter weather. 

Right-of-Way employees donate their 
personal time to ABCD. The corporation 
receives contributions from donors, including 
local businesses. Since there is no overhead or 
administrative expenses, the children receive 
100 percent of all contributions. W 


Auto dealer produces 
safety message 


homason Auto Group, based in the 
Portland metropolitan area, recently 
paid for production and air time for radio 


and television transportation safety messages. 

The firm consulted with the Transporta- 
tion Safety Division on the theme of the 
ads and asked to list ODOT as a supporter, 
along with Mothers Against Drunk Driv- 
ing. Nerve, a Portland advertising agency, is 
coordinating the project. 

The ad depicts a young person driving, 
and points out the many safety features of 


Cascades train 


he new Amtrak Cascades passenger train is 
now plying the tracks between Eugene and 

Seattle. The new European-style, custom-built 
passenger train made its first run on Jan. 11. 

Amtrak Cascades service is provided in 
partnership with the states of Washington 
and Oregon. Three daily round-trips connect 
Seattle and Portland, with one extending 
to Eugene. The service also extends to 
Vancouver, BC. c 

As part of its long-term passenger rail plan, 
Washington purchased two new custom-built 
Talgo trainsets for approximately $10 million 
each. Amtrak purchased a third set. Each 
trainset includes six coach cars, two custom 
class cars, a bistro, a lounge and a utility car. 
The trains are powered by new General Motors 
Electro-Motive Division F59PHI locomotives. 
Seven-foot tail fins and custom colors, includ- 
ing evergreen and cappuccino, make the 
trainsets unique in the passenger rail industry. 

The number of passengers riding the 
Eugene to Portland portion of the Pacific 


Northwest Rail Corridor during 1998 increased 


by 27 percent compared to the previous year. 
About 88,000 passengers used the service. Total 


6 


automobiles, such as anti-lock brakes and 
air bags. As the car stops at a work zone, 
however, the narrator points out: “Believe it 
or not, the most important safety feature is 
still an experienced driver.” The closing 
image reads: “Teenagers can learn a lot 
from their parents. Drive together.” 

The advertising agency is now working 
on a poster with the same theme. 

For more information, contact Walter 
McAllister of the Transportation Safety 
Division at 503/986-4187. V 


ridership topped 10,490 passengers in Decem- 
ber, the first month that riders have exceeded 


Winter passen- 
ger timetable 
available 


he recently printed winter edition of the 

Oregon Inter City Passenger Timetables 
brochure will be distributed for the first time 
to caseworkers at Department of Human 
Resources offices statewide. 

“The brochure will give caseworkers another 
resource for helping people to travel regionally 
or across the state,” said Robin Phillips of the 
Public Transit Division. 

The brochure, which is updated quarterly, 
prints schedules for major inter city service 
providers such as Amtrak, Greyhound, Valley 
Retriever in the Willamette Valley, and Wallowa 
Valley Stage Lines between Wallowa Lake and 
La Grande. 

The publication also lists phone numbers 
for nearly 100 inter city passenger services and 
connecting transit providers throughout the 
state. For the first time, it gives the Web address 
for ODOT’s Travel Adviser. This Web site links 
to roadway cameras, road work bulletins, 
weather forecasts and information about buses, 
public transit, airports and ports of entry. 

The division distributes more than 5,000 
copies to inter city service providers and to the 
Tourism Commission’s Welcome Centers. To 
obtain a copy, call the Transit Division at 
503/986-3300. W 


makes Willamette Valley debut 


10,000 since 1993, when Amtrak began a 
partnership with Pacific Northwest states. W 


A bistro and a lounge, as well as reclining seats, wide aisles and audio video connections, are a few of the amenities that 
officials hope will attract even more passengers to the Cascades train service. 


i Pi itions 


Appointments 


As of December. Compiled from Department of 
Administrative Services personnel data by ODOT 
Human Resources Program Services. 


Clint Abbe, highway maintenance specialist/entry, 
Adel. 

Virginia Alster, principal executive/manager F, 
Salem. 

Judy Armstrong, information systems specialist 7, 
Salem. 

Tamra Barr, highway maintenance specialist, 
Detroit. 

Sharon Bjorklund, transportation services repre- 
sentative 2, Farewell Bend. 

Sandra Burk, transportation services represen- 
tative 1, Grants Pass. 

Marisela Cervantes, office assistant 2, Salem. 

James Clyburn, trades/maintenance worker 2, 
Salem. 

Adriana Collins, transportation services represen- 
tative 1, Salem. 

Steve Combs, highway maintenance specialist, 
Austin. 

Allen Craig, highway maintenance specialist, 
Grants Pass. 

Marcy Davis, office specialist 1, Salem. 

Jason Durheim, highway maintenance specialist/ 
entry, Prineville. 

Krystal Filbert, highway maintenance specialist/ 
entry, Madras. 

Michael Forest, accountant 2, Salem. 

Doris Fowers, office specialist 2, Clackamas. 

Randy Gerber, highway maintenance specialist, 
Elgin. 

Crystal Gomez, office assistant 2, Salem. 

Thomas Guevara, Jr., planner 2, Roseburg. 

Walter Hanna, highway maintenance specialist, 
Warm Springs. 

Gerald Hays, highway maintenance specialist/entry, 
La Grande. 

Geraldine Hemmer, personnel officer 2, Salem. 


See award 


As of February. Information provided 
by ODOT Recruitment Services. 


Brian Barnett, highway maintenance specialist, 
Sandy. 

James Butler, highway maintenance specialist, 
Humbug. 

Jerry Erickson, principal executive/manager B, 
Salem. 


Judy Carpenter, accounting technician 3, Salem. 

James Halloran, transportation engineer 1, Salem. 

Frederick Lambert, transportation services 
representative 1, Portland. 


Carol Brooks, information systems specialist 7, 
Salem. 

Marsha Brown, office specialist 2, Salem. 

Delbert Hedges, Jr., highway maintenance special- 
ist, Parkdale. 

Michael Lucker, transportation engineer 2, Salem. 

Carole Omans, information systems specialist 5, 
Salem. 

Rosalie Peach, transportation services representa- 
tive 2, Roseburg. 


Lisa Ansell, principal executive/manager C, Salem. 
Robert Bryant, principal executive/manager F, 
Bend. 


Earl Holt, highway maintenance specialist, Prospect. 

Phyllis Kerby, administrative specialist 2, Salem. 

Michael Kershaw, highway maintenance specialist, 
Salem. 

Rafiqul Khandoker, geologist 1, Roseburg. 

Mary Anna King, office specialist 1, Salem. 

Amy Landvoigt, geologist 1, Roseburg. 

Kay Larson, management analyst 1, Salem. 

Tony Lewis, highway maintenance specialist/entry, 
Maupin. 

Michael Long, principal executive/manager F, Salem. 

Steve Lytle, highway maintenance specialist/entry, 
Lakeview. 

David McConnell, highway maintenance specialist/ 
entry, Sisters. 

Ian Mooser, engineering specialist 1, Salem. 

Kathryn Naugle, information systems specialist 7, 
Salem. 

Janice Neuschwanger, information systems 
specialist 4, Salem. 

Butch Osborn, highway maintenance specialist/ 
entry, Mitchell. 

Theodore Paselk, principal executive/manager D, 
Roseburg. 

Stephen Rekow, highway maintenance specialist/ 
entry, Lakeview. 

Jerald Rickman, highway maintenance specialist, 
Elgin. 

Earl Robinette, highway maintenance specialist/ 
entry, John Day. 

Chere Rojas, highway maintenance specialist/entry, 
Clatskanie. 

Rodney Rosenkranz, principal executive/manager 
C, Salem. 

Michael Shirley, highway maintenance specialist, 
Oakridge. 

Katrina Tillotson, support services supervisor 2, 
Salem. 

Craig Urbani, principal contributor 1, Salem. 

Leslie Weeks, information systems specialist 5, Salem. 


Jeffery Buchanan, highway maintenance worker, 
Seaside. 

Basil Christopher, engineering specialist 2, Portland. 

Jerry Fochtman, highway maintenance specialist, 
Rose Lodge. 

Jerry Hamlin, principal executive/manager C, Salem. 

Kimberly Jordan, executive support specialist 1, 
Salem. 

Barbara Kiesow, administrative specialist 2, Salem. 

Geraldine Mikkola, engineering specialist 3, Salem. 

Thomas Ohren, engineering specialist 3, Salem. 

Ann Sanders, associate transportation engineer, 
Eugene. 

Billy Waltrath, highway maintenance/specialist, 
Drain. 

Derrell Witty, highway maintenance/specialist, 
Enterprise. 


Maria Bohm, office specialist 1, Salem. 

Jeff Coker, highway maintenance specialist, 
Chemult. 

Daniel Erdt, highway maintenance specialist, 
Milwaukie. 

Kari Gines, engineering specialist 3, Milwaukie. 

Rose Lund, office specialist 1, Salem. 

Mark Moisan, heavy equipment mechanic 1, Bend. 

Johnny Ross, highway maintenance assistant 
supervisor, Portland. 

William Tucker, governmental auditor 1, Portland. 

Michele Wagner, administrative specialist 1, 
Clackamas. 


Promotions 


As of December. Compiled from Department of 
Administrative Services personnel data by ODOT 
Human Resources Program Services. 


Christopher Blake, highway maintenance worker to 
highway maintenance specialist, Portland. 

Barbara Branstetter, office specialist 1 to office 
specialist 2, Salem. 

Debra Croner, data entry operator to office 
specialist 1, Salem. 

Pauline Dixon, administrative specialist 1 to 
management analyst 2, Salem. 

Timothy Dodson, principal contributor 1 to 
principal executive/manager D, Corvallis. 

Jason Grassman, engineering specialist 2 to 
associate transportation engineer, Beaverton. 

Lanty Jarvis, Jr., highway maintenance specialist/ 
entry to highway maintenance specialist, Shady. 

Martin Klug, associate transportation engineer to 
transportation engineer 1, Salem. 

Sharon Kirkham, data entry operator to office 
specialist 1, Salem. 

In Tae Lee, transportation engineer 2 to principal 
executive/manager E, Salem. 

Scott Liesinger, transportation engineer 2 to 
principal executive manager E, Salem. 

Edward Myers, engineering specialist 2 to engineer- 
ing specialist 3, Salem. 

Kent Nogowski, highway maintenance specialist to 
highway maintenance assistant supervisor, 
Cascade Locks. 

Robert Normandin, engineering specialist 3 to 
transportation engineer 1, Salem. 

Jolene Poitra, highway maintenance worker to 
administrative specialist 2, Portland. 

Linda Renner, engineering specialist 3 to associate 
transportation engineer, Salem. 

Janet Robinson, office specialist 1 to office special- 
ist 2, Salem. 

Debbie Timms Bohannan, planner 2 to principal 
contributor 1, White City. 

Mark Winn, engineering specialist 2 to engineering 
specialist 3, Portland. 


Retirements 


Joe Breniser, transportation engineer 2 with Region 1 
in Portland, retired in January after more than 27 
years of service. 

Jim Butler, highway maintenance specialist with 
District 1 in Seaside, retired in January after 30 years 
of service. 

Gardner Goodrich, motor carrier specialist 1 in 
Portland, retired in January after 8 years of service. 

Charlie James, transportation engineer | with 
Technical Services in Salem, retired in January after 
24 years of service. 

Charles Johnson, highway maintenance specialist with 
District 10 in Bend, retired in December after 24 
years of service. 

William Sheppard, research analyst 4 with Motor 
Carriers in Salem, retired in January after 23 years of 
service. 

Connie Suelzle, transportation services representative | 
with Driver and Motor Vehicles in Gladstone, retired 
in January after more than 11 years of service. 


Obituaries 


Tim Coffey, associate transportation engineer in 
Region 1, died Jan. 9 in Portland. He was 63. 

Dennis Edwards, Milwaukie Bridge crew supervisor 
in Region 1, died Jan. 28 in the partial collapse of 
the Sunset Tunnel on U.S. 26. He was 49. 

Charles Johnson, retired highway maintenance 
specialist in Region 4, died Jan. 20 in Bend. He 
was 59. 


Deer on the roads 


Best advice is to drive 
cautiously and be aware 


_ AT ost Oregon motorists are familiar with the 
dangers posed by deer standing alongside 
and crossing the highway — but deer/vehicle 
incidents still occur. In eastern Oregon alone more 
than 1,000 deer are hit on state highways each year, 
causing property damage and in some cases serious 
injury to the motorist. 

The number of deer hit by motorists statewide is 
even greater, and as more and more miles are driven 
on Oregon’s highways, the number of accidents 
involving deer and other animals is bound to in- 
crease. 

Other states have tried different approaches to 
keeping deer off the highways. Washington has tried 
installing deer crossing signs. Utah fenced off the 
highways except at designated “deer crosswalks.” In 
both cases transportation officials say the results have 
been marginal. 

According to George Ruby, assistant district man- 
ager in Pendleton, the best way for motorists to avoid 
colliding with deer is to drive cautiously and be 
aware. 


“We haven't had much luck with deer 
crossing signs, primarily because there are 
deer everywhere in the state and their 
migration routes tend to fluctuate depend- 
ing on the season and where the feed and 
water are. As a rule, I encourage people to 
assume there are animals near the highway 
and to drive accordingly,’ he said. 

One action ODOT has taken is the 
creation of “clear zones.’ Clear zones are 
areas along the state highway right-of-way 
that have been cleared of obstacles such as 
brush, trees and rocks. In addition to 
removing shade that can cause icy spots, clear zones 
increase site distance. This means both deer and 
motorists have more time to see each other coming 
and act accordingly. 

These kinds of actions may help decrease accidents 
between deer and motorists, but Ruby stresses driver 
awareness is still the most effective way to avoid 
accidents. (Written by Scott Fairley, Region 5 public 
information representative, 541/963-1330.) VW | 


the following 
Jeer-related 


Photo courtesy of Tim Wilson. 
a Deer are crepuscular, which means they are 
most active just before sunrise and just after 
~ sunset — the same time many of us drive to 
and from work. 


Many of Oregon’s roads run along mead- 
ows and waterways — the same places deer 
go for food and water. 


Like most of us, deer are blinded by head- 


Proctors needed for Spring 1999 engineering exams 

Examinations for the professional practices of engineering, land surveying and water rights examiner will 
be offered April 23-24, 1999. The exams are given in Salem from 7 a.m. through 6 p.m. Volunteer proctors 
are needed to create a smooth, efficient testing environment. 

Proctors must be registered Oregon professional engineers or land surveyors. Volunteers receive compli- 
mentary breakfast and lunch, a gift and a wall certificate suitable for framing. If you are a registered engineer 
or land surveyor, please consider volunteering just one day at the professional exams. 

For more information, please contact Mari Lopez at the Oregon State Board of Examiners for Engineers 
and Land Surveyors in Salem at 503/362-2666 ext. 25. 
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lights and can become easily confused. If 
you see a deer alongside the road, assume it 
will run in front of you. 


ry Deer tend to travel in groups. If you see 
one, there are probably others nearby. 


rl Deer tend to travel on ridge tops and 
through draws. Be aware when the road you. 
are traveling crosses these kinds of geo- — 
graphic features. | 


